
Pledges and Comments 

February 2008 
 
 

Jessi Mckee 
02/29/2008 
My friend told me to do this so i am but i still support 

it!!!!!! 

 
Zak Harney 

02/29/2008 
 I am sorry for your loss but you have definitely turned 
things around. I accept Mariah's Challenge 
 

Clara Dawn Piazzola 
02/29/2008 
This is for those who can no longer take the stand 

against drunk driving and MIP's. We need to do what 
we can, when we can do it. That is why I accept 
Mariah's Challenge.  

 
Ken Lane 
02/29/2008 
I want to also thank the Mcarthy family for the 

strength and encouragement for all they have been 
through. I have Three daughters who I Love and 
Cherish more than anything in the world and two of 

them are going to Butte High and knew Mariah and 
they spoke nothing but Good things about her and we 
all went to sight and payed our respects for her. I am 

a strong supporter in anything that helps people to 
keep from people and alcohol I served 15 years in the 
Military and there is Zero tolerance for such hanious 
behavior of this kind.  So I send you and your family a 

BIG BLESSING from GOD to help comfort in and 
around all that you are in and around forever and ever 
Amen.  

Your Friends The Lane Family of Butte  
 
Kayla Farrell 

02/29/2008 
I'm Nicole's friend from school. I'm so sorry about 
Mariah's death. I've been praying for your family ever 
since I heard about it. 

 
Tara Dionne 
02/29/2008 

Hey Jessica. I decided to accept Mariah's Challenge. 
This is a very nice web site, I even read everything you 
wrote about you and Mariah and your adventures. I'm 

glad you and your family made this web site, and I will 
tell all my friends to Accept Mariah's Challenge too. 
 
Amy Melvin 

02/29/2008 
I come from Sheridan, Montana and this sort of thing 
has happend out there more than once, my prayers go 

out to those close to Mariah! 
 

Kayla Kelly 

02/29/2008 
 
 
 

KRISTY HOAR 
02/29/2008 
Thank you Leo and Janice for the t-shirts and wrist 

bands that you brought us at First National Bank. We 

love them and are planning on wearing them on a 
Friday to show Butte and our customers that we accept 

Mariah's Challenge. I really think of Mariah each time I 
drive by the walkway and each time I think about a 
party that I am attending. I feel that adults should 
accept this challenge as well as youth. We are 

examples of our youth and they learn from us. I have 
lost many friends to drinking and driving and I have 
been out of high school for only 8 years. I truly remind 

people that a young girl passed away because of a 
person that just didn't think.  
I really accept your daughters challenge and I will 

continue to spread the word. Thank you again and you 
are doing a wonderful thing and Mariah would be 
proud. Kristy Hoar 
 

Mindy Kane 
02/29/2008 
Thanks to you, hopefully the community that our kids 

grow up in will be safe, not to mention a more 
enriching childhood experience for them. I support you 
in your efforts and accept Mariahs Challenge! I keep 

your family in my prayers daily!!! 
 
Susan Lee, LPN, retired 
02/29/2008 

I took this pledge a very long time ago,(50 years ago) 
when I was 7 years old and already heartily sick of 
seeing the terrible damage caused by the drinkers and 

their victims.  
 
Lynn Piazzola 

02/29/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge to set a good example for 
my three children. I can not imagine my life without 
one of my children. My heart goes out to the McCarthy 

family for having the courage and strength to turn 
such a nightmare into something positive for families 
everywhere. God Bless you all! 

 
Bert Martin 
02/29/2008 

This is the kind of program that the city of Butte has 
been needing for a very long time. I am convinced that 
this single action of your caring, will help Butte, 
Montana with its alcohol problem. Thank you So very 

much for caring about us all. 
 
Corbin Enquist 

02/28/2008 
hi i am one of nicole bennies best friend. i accept 

mariah challenge. 

 
Cassidy Patterson 
02/28/2008 
 



mike carle 
02/28/2008 

I accept Mariah's challenge. Through Mariah many 
lives will be affected in a positive way. God Bless the 
McCarthy family.  
 

Ashley Arntson 
02/28/2008 
 

Abby Bauernfeind 
02/28/2008 
I am Nicole's friend and I accept Mariah's Challenge 

and I'm against Drunk Driving. 
 
Shannon Moodry 
02/28/2008 

Whitney Wallace 
02/27/2008 
 

Chris .K 
02/27/2008 
Wow, I'll definitely put my two cents in this. Im going 

to help also. I shall also help spread the word and 
since I shall have many ears, More people will know 
about this, Thats when it happens though. You'll see 
what im talking about soon. 

I'll help. 
 
nicole 

02/27/2008 
hey im nicole raymond i am one of nicole bennies 
friends and i acccept mariahs challenge  

 
Jaclyn Casagranda and Mike Kallas 
02/27/2008 

 

not from butte 
02/27/2008 
this wouldnt have happened if everyone in butte didnt 

think it was so cool to go out and drink. i am a tech 
student and since i've lived here, every one my age 
that is from butte drinks heavily. it shouldnt take the 

death of a little girl to turn that around. dont be stupid. 
you shouldnt have to take the challenge because you 
shouldnt be drinking anyway 
 

Tyler Harney 
02/27/2008 
I accept Mariah's challenge.  sorry for your loss 

 
Casey McGhee 
02/27/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge because so many 
wonderful people like Mariah are killed everyday by 
these horrible situations. I think that Mariah's 
Challenge can turn children and adults from drinking 

and driveing.  
 
hannah 

02/27/2008 

i aceppt mariahs challenge plez dont drink and dive 
 

 
 

Edward Tyler Lally 
02/26/2008 

I am a Freshman at Butte Central and I am happy to 
except the challenge 
 
Danielle McGee 

02/26/2008 
i accept mariah's challange. 
 

Sean Peterson 
02/26/2008 
 

Stephanie Janhunen 
02/26/2008 
  
Laura Campbell 

02/26/2008 
  
Tim Obstar 

02/26/2008 
 
skyla frodsham 

02/25/2008 
mariah we all love and miss u 
 
Mariah Waldman 

02/25/2008 
Hello, 
My name is Mariah Waldman i do accept Mariah's 

Challenge, She was a friend of my cousins. I do accept 
Mariah's Challenge because, my name is also Mariah, 
She was GREAT at sports, She was PERFECT. I just 

can't belive someone like her would be up in that spot, 
I just want to thank you for making Mariah's 
Challenge. I want to say Thank You, to the people that 

have accepted this, your truley a life saver!!!  Thanks 

You, I truely do accept Mariah's Challenge 
 
Eric DiGiovine 

02/25/2008 
i would just like to say that, it's not hard to be a good 
person and follow the law. i may be a 17 year-old guy, 

but that doesn't make me any less capable of following 
the law. i think this is a great idea. i'll take this 
challenge, since i'm already on the right track. one 
thing i always remember when i'm out with my friends 

is what one of my religion teachers told me; "it's not 
the use, but the abuse, that makes things evil." 
 

Sarah Hamblock 
02/25/2008 
 

Mitzi & Jim Daily 
02/25/2008 
Leo, Janice & Jenna, 
You're are amazing! You are in our prayers everyday. 

This is going to make a difference!! God Bless 
 
Josie McElroy 

02/24/2008 

I'm sorry for your loss. I accept to be BUTTE TOUGH 
 

Teresa Blaskovich 
02/24/2008 
 



julie dunkin 
02/24/2008 

I accept mariah's challenge and i'll take it a step 
further i promise Mariah that i, being of legal age to 
drink, will never drink and drive. 
 

Jackie Dumke 
02/24/2008 
I am very sorry for you families loss. I think that this 

challenge is a great idea, I look forward to seeing the 
results. 
 

Molly Hovan 
02/24/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge and pledge to do what I 
can to spread the word of the challenge to anyone I 

can. 
 
J.T. McIntyre 

02/24/2008 
I believe in the safety of Butte and those who are 
included in the wonderful city of Butte MT, USA! I 

Accept! 
 
Patti and Ed Rademacher 
02/24/2008 

We are the grandparents of Mariah and we accept her 
challenge. Please do not ever drink and drive and you 
will never have to go through what our family has 

endured. Mariah was and is one of the loves of our life 
and we will miss her forever.  
 

Kelly Driscoll 
02/24/2008 
  

Frida Martinsson 

02/24/2008 
 
Beth Ueland 

02/24/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. I didn't make it through 
high school without getting an MIP. Now that I'm 23 I 

realize just how young and stupid those decisions 
were. My thoughts and prayers and with you everyday. 
 
Melissa Donaldson 

02/24/2008 
 
Brianne Scott 

02/24/2008 
I don't know if the family remembers me... but Mariah, 
Josie, and I were on a bowling team way back when. 

=] That was really the only time I had really spent with 
Mariah. I enjoyed every second of it though. Mariah 
was a wonderful person, and I'll always remember her. 
 

Tiffany Hayden 
02/24/2008 
I am really sorry for what has happened to Mariah and 

I just want you to know that I accept Mariah's 

Challenge.  
 

alicia 
02/24/2008 

I Alicia will accept Mariah's challenge, although not 
knowing her I understand the problem not only in 

Butte, not only in Montana, and not even only in the 
United States, but in and throughout the whole world 
so I accept Mariah's challenge and I promise to be 
responsible, not drink and drive and not to even drink 

at all because what has happened is a tradgety and it 
should never happen again, so I apologize to her 
family once again for what has happened. 

 
Krista Johnston 
02/23/2008 

Simply put, I cried. It's horrible, disgusting, and 
miserable. Nobody should ever have to loose a loved 
one to something as stupid and irresponsible as drunk 
driving. I pledge to never cause anybody that pain, 

and pray to never have to feel it.  
 
Sydney Reichhardt 

02/23/2008 
 
tami o'connell 

02/22/2008 
leo and jan, i would like to do a thing at work where 
next weekend we are having a warehouse sale and for 
every sq. foot of tile,laminate, or hardwood i will 

donate..25 cents a foot. we usually do well on the 
sales so i am hoping to send you guys a good check 
take good care...  

 
Jessica Jeffery 
02/22/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge!! 
 
Kelly Thom 

02/22/2008 

I Accept Mariahs Challenge. 
 
Jordan Salmonsen 

02/22/2008 
I acccept Mariahs Chalenge 100%! 
 

stacey haubrich  
02/21/2008 
hey my name is stacey haubrich im 12 yrs. old and i 
feel terrible about what happpened to mariah it was 

just awful i am totally behind you guys with the 
mariah's challenge. I believe if less people drink the 
BETTER!!!!!!! so good luck with the whole thing!!! but 

just remember i believe in it just as much as any one 
maybe more!  
i aceppt the challenge i love what you guys believe in it 

is so brave and so awsom eive seen it before it s not 
cool i am not saying i know how it feels because i don 
tbut ive seen how other people , really close people 
feel i hope this challengge work because i dont like it 

and i don’t like seeing it happen or look in the paper to 
see someone dead because of drugs and alcohol it just 
isn tfair when it happens to any on ei totally am behind 

you with the challenge!!!!!  R.I.P. MARIAH DAYE 

 
Jake Wilcox 

02/21/2008 
I Accept Mariahs Challenge Sorry For The Loss 
 



Lindsey Wilcox 
02/21/2008 

i accept miriahs challenge 
 
Kurt and Chris Marthaller 
02/21/2008 

We accept Mariah's Challenge because we are parents 
of two young daughters and support 100% of what you 
guys are doing for the Butte Community. 

 
polly 
02/21/2008 

i Accept Maraihs Challenge everyday! noone should be 
afraid to say no, saying no means saying yes to a 
better future and saying no means saying yes to 
success, and saying no means saying yes to not 

ruining you life. I think people should think before they 
say yes to drinking, it doesnt solve anything, and when 
you drink your problems will be right where they left 

off, and they won't change and drinking makes 
everything much worse. i will never drink!! i took 
Mariah's Challenge and i meant it with all of my heart! 

polly bartoletti 
 
rachel tremis 
02/21/2008 

 
Cheyenne Ward 
02/21/2008 

I accpet mariahs challenge i never new mariah but i 
am deeply sorry for your loss 
 

 
kyla mccarthy 
02/21/2008 

I accept the mariahs challenge so sorry for your loss 

 
Kara Hawke 
02/21/2008 

 
Sheldon Brien  
02/21/2008 

im all for it! 
 
Jenny Gratton 
02/21/2008 

I accept Mariah's challenge 
 
Nicole Pollard 

02/20/2008 
I am 12 years old and I accept Mariah's challenge. I 
will pledge to never drink ever for I know the losses 

that can happen plus i will never ever drink!!!! I am so 
sorry for your daughter!!!! 
 
Jennifer Pollard 

02/20/2008 
I am so glad for this!!!! I hope this does really well. As 
for me and my husband we do not drink. So we are 

setting a good example for are kids.  

 
kevin mcginly 

02/20/2008 
  

joe 
 02/20/2008 

i accept mariah's challenge  
 
Tijana Jensen 
02/20/2008 

 i accept mariahs challenge 
 
Carli and Kent Boos 

02/20/2008 
Graduating from Tech we both know how important 
this is and will be to the community. We live in Billings 

now, but still would like to take the challenge and 
spread this goodwill throughout Montana.  
 
wendy 

02/20/2008 
  
Addi Travis 

02/20/2008 
this is amazing!! 
 

kaylee simkins 
02/20/2008 
i accept Mariahs challenge 
 

Glenn McLaughlin 
02/20/2008 
 

Penny McLaughlin 
02/20/2008 
I will promise never to drink and drive; and not to let 

anyone drive when they are drinking. 
 
Carlee Sholey 

02/20/2008 

  
Brittney Brown  
02/20/2008 

i accept mariahs challnge 100% DONT DRINK AND 
DRIVE 
 

Maggie Brunell 
02/19/2008 
I'm Mariah's cousin and I never got the chance to meet 
her, even tho i heard so much about her it kills me 

inside to know that i will never get to meet her now. 
So my prayers are with her/my family!!!! I ACCEPT 
MARIAH"S CHALLENGE! 

 
Bryce Foley 
02/19/2008 

  
missy allen 
02/19/2008 
i think what u guys are doin is just awesome and i 

hope it makes a difference 
 
jonny chappell 

02/19/2008 

yah i accept this challenge and will definitly beat it 
 

hailey hackett 
02/19/2008 
 



Lorelei Williams 
02/19/2008 

I accept Mariah's Callenge. What a great idea. My 
thoughts and prayers are with you all. 
 
sarah 

02/19/2008 
  
Tanya Willoughby 

02/19/2008 
 
kevin dillon ( ireland ) 

02/19/2008 
wonderful to see a web site like this been set up giving 
youth and adults some inspiration for change. Coming 
from Ireland i know how bad drink driving can be with 

our country having a death toll last year of almost 400 
i will pass this web site on to as many people as 
possible to give us all inspiration in both butte and 

Ireland thank you 
 
Eric Connolly 

02/19/2008 
Prayers are with you all and I hope that everyone can 
have the courage to step up and accept Mariah's 
Challenge. 

 
Bryan McNabb 
02/19/2008 

One of the best families I have ever had the priviledge 
to know. It is an honor to accept Mariah's challenge. 
 

Suzanne Flink 
02/19/2008 
My heart goes out to these families. I have three 

children myself and want them to know that we are 

always here for them, not matter what it is! 
 
Emilie Sayler 

02/19/2008 
I'm a 2004 graduate of Butte Central. I'm not perfect, 
but I did graduate from high school without an MIP. I 

know you guys can do it, and you have my absolute 
and total support! 
I now have an infant son, and I pray the change you 
are working for is evident when it's his turn to make 

decisions. He's my reason to accept this challenge. 
 
Bailey Harper 

02/18/2008 
Mariah was one of the best friends anyone could ask 
for. She could make you smile no matter what you felt 

and could brighten up anyones day. The fact that I 
wont get to see mariah for a while is very hard and still 
is unbelievable to me. My deepest sympathy and 
prayers go out to you guys, Leo, Janice, and Jenna. 

This challenge is letting all of us speak for mariah and 
fight against drunk driving! DONT DO IT! I love you 
Mariah! My thoughts and prayers to you all!  

These past few months have been hard, but i fully 

accept Mariahs Challenge 100%. This is a good way to 
get the message across, DONT DRINK AND DRIVE! 

 
 

Lynz Wohlman 
02/18/2008 

I accept Mariahs challenge i never new mariah but i 
am truly sorry to happened to her i wish there was 
something i could do if there is just email me  
 

Jordan Maddux 
02/18/2008 
 I accept mariah's challenge sorry to hear about 

mariah  
 
Lynz Wohlman 

02/18/2008 
i pledge with my heart never to drink and drive as long 
as a live and i am so sorry to hear about your daughter 
and sister 

 
chad williams 
02/18/2008 

Hi my name is Chad M.Williams, and I accept Mariah's 
Challenge. I am twelve ears old .my thoughts and 
prayers to your family. 

 
Mike Flink 
02/18/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge and pledge to always have 

an open door policy for any hockey players thinking 
about turning to Alcohol. 
 

Kellie McGowan 
02/18/2008 
I definately accept Mariah's challenge. 

 
Carrie Rupert-Quigley 
02/18/2008 

 

Mollie Riordan 
02/18/2008 
 

Amy Martin 
02/18/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge! :) 

 
Cindy Powers 
02/17/2008 
We invite you to speak about that part of Butte's 

heritage that needs to Not be continued, at our 
Handing Down the Heritage Show on St. Patrick's Day 
evening. It is an anual show we established 10 years 

ago as an alternative to the situation that has 
developed in uptown Butte. It includes Dublin Gulch 
and The Tiernan Irish Dancers. Our high school 

dancers have all accepted the challenge as we await 
the return of Valerie Kilmer to the team. There is an 
area where the T-shirts and bracelets can be sold and 
a time for you to speak to the audience. It seems like 

an appropriate place to address this issue and build up 
Butte on a night when some come to town to try to 
tear her down. 

 

Rachel A. 
02/17/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge. 
 



vittoria 
02/17/2008 

Mariah, My friends showed me this site, and I read and 
read. I started crying, I'm sorry, and I hope the person 
who was victim of this is too. I ACCEPT UR 
CHALLENGE. 

 
Monica Ingham 
02/17/2008 

Hey my name is Monica and Nicole Bennie is one of my 
best friends and Mariah was her cousin. So when 
Mariah came to Spokane we would play and do things 

together. She was so fun, nice and gorgous. When 
Mariah was killed it was horrible and sad to our whole 
family. Even my grandma remembers Mariah. The 
funny thing was that we used to fight but as we got 

older we became good friends. My sister are both 
really sad and we try to help the Bennie's as best as 
we possibly can. We miss Mariah and our whole family 

Accepts Mariah's Challenge. Keep up all of your good 
work to help with the the Challenge. I am proud to say 
that I wear my bands every day and answer questions 

about the challenge. You are all in my prayers! I love 
you all! I ACCEPT MARIAH'S CHALLENGE! 
 
Rachael Ingham 

02/17/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge.  
 

Alivia Herron 
02/17/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. 

 
Tim J. Williams 
02/17/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge. I know and understand 

how alcohol and drug use have affected our young 
children. I will help to get our message to all K-12, and 
higher education students. I truly believe there needs 

to be change on how we as adults accept the status 
quo. We need change and we need it now. Please let 
me know what I can do. I continue to see our youth at 

risk, and I know I need to step up. 
 
David 
02/17/2008 

I think that alcohol is a big problem in Butte and has 
been for many years. Teens need something fun to do 
other than drinking. Many of our hollidays are based 

on drinking and it leaves the rong impression on our 
youth. 
 

 
Samantha 
02/17/2008 
I agree that kids should not drink because it is illeagle. 

 
cheyenne holbrook 
02/17/2008 

I ACCEPT MARIAH'S CHALLENGE 

i am very sorry for the lose of such a caring and 
friendly person i was lucky enough to be able to go to 

florida for earth shuttle with her and listen to her sing 
disney songs every morning and that is a memory i will 
never forget! 

Aaron Jones 
02/17/2008 

I accept the challenge!!! 
 
Madeline Burgher 
02/17/2008 

mariah... I may have not known you very much.. but i 
did know you and you were very inspritional and 
extremly sweet...I know you are in a better place 

now.. and looking down on us... 
I love you! 
 

Koree Oswald 
02/17/2008 
This site is BEAUTIFUL! I knew Mariah and Jenna 
because i babysat them, gosh i never knew how much 

fun babysitting could be until i met them! i support 
Mariah's challenge.  
 

Sierra Herron 
02/17/2008 
I am sooo sorry Mariah! I accept Mariah's Challenge. 

 
brooke bailey 
02/16/2008 
 

kendall alley 
02/16/2008 
  

Edna M Horton 
02/16/2008 
  

Bridget Finney 
02/16/2008 
 

Jordan Maddux 

02/16/2008 
 I accept Mariah's Challenge.  
Hello I am truly sorry for your lost one. I lost my best 

friend Chris Carrol this year to. I am wishing your 
famly the best. 
 

Jake Salmonsen 
02/16/2008 
I accept Mariahs Challenge 
 

Nicole Bennie 
02/16/2008 
i am Mariah's cousin. i love mariah very very very 

much! and i miss her sooooooo much! she is the best 
and im soooooo sure that Mariah's Challenge will go 
nation wide... keep up the good work everyone in 

Mariah's challenge you are all doing the best job in the 
world it means so much and it is helping more then 
ever 
 

 
Makalen Hughes 
02/16/2008 

i hope mariah's challenge goes well 

 
Allie Bender 

02/16/2008 
I hope were ever mariah is she is happy =] 
 



Matt Jamee Rebecca Julia Mazuryk 
02/16/2008 

All of you are in our thoughts and prayers. We accept 
Mariah's Challenge 
 
Matty McLaughlin 

02/16/2008 
  
Shaylen Hughes 

02/15/2008 
 
Jaylene Hoscheid 

02/15/2008 
I'm Jeremy Hoscheid's little sister, and I'm very sorry 
for what has happend. I hope the best for all of you, 
this story has effected me and I am accepting this 

challenge. I also challenge everyone else as well. God 
Bless-Jaylene H. 
 

Noel Jacobs 
02/15/2008 
I can't even imagin, being a Mom myself, and having 

just one sister, too. My heart goes out to you all. And I 
will pray for her memory to be preserved and hopefully 
people will learn from it.  
 

Denim Hellyer 
02/15/2008 
When I was 13 a 21 year old that I thought was really 

cool died from drunk driving. I vowed that day never 
to drink, and I am proud to say I kept that promise. Its 
an honor to continue that promise by accepting 

Mariahs Challenge. Its not always easy. Peer pressure 
from friends is the hardest thing to handle. But if they 
are your true friends they will accept and even defend 

you when you say NO. 

 
Amber Davies 
02/15/2008 

 
Josh Pesanti 
02/15/2008 

 
Maggie & Jim Pesanti 
02/15/2008 
We are PROUD to be part of the challenge!!! 

 
Nicole Briceno 
02/15/2008 

My family is so sorry for your tragic loss but what you 
are making come from this loss is amazing and very 
much appreciated. My husband and I have two young 

girls and you are helping make the streets safer for 
them. May god bless you each and every day.  
 
Kristy Wilkinson 

02/15/2008 
  
 

Kayleigh Bates 

02/14/2008 
I am very willing to take "The Mariah Challenge" 

because i think it is a great cause, and i will not touch 
alchol because it is very dangerous. 
 

Ashley M. Foster 
02/14/2008 

I am so sorry for what happend to your daughter, and 
her friends. I accept the challenge. 
 
mckenna  

02/14/2008 
mariah was loved by everyone. and now she is missed 
by everyone.and i accept her challenge!!!! 

 
hailey hoagland 
02/14/2008 

 
christina fox 
02/14/2008 
 

Erin Kjersten 
02/14/2008 
 

Rich and Jessica Elshire 
02/14/2008 
Good Morning, 

My husband and I are the parents of a 7 year old son, 
an two year old son and hopefully one on the way 
soon. The tragic loss of your daugther has weighed 
heavily on my mind since that awful night. As parents 

of young boys we accept Mariah's challenge to educate 
the youth of our commnunity, and provide a strong 
awareness, not just of underage drinking and driving 

but drinking and driving in general. 
 
Noelle Richter 

02/14/2008 
  
ashlee marsenich 

02/14/2008 

i support mariahs challenge 100% and i hope 
everything works out and we make butte a drinking 
and driving free place! evry one deservers to live life to 

the fullest...i know thats what mariah wants! <3 
 
Bev Kulaski 

02/14/2008 
 
Myra 
02/14/2008 

I was born and raised in Anaconda, where I still reside. 
I have worked, attended Montana Tech and am now 
employed full-time in Butte as well. In my mind the 

two communities are like one. I have three children of 
my own and we accept Mariah's challenge. I want to 
help keep our youth safe.  

 
Krystan West 
02/14/2008 
I didn't even know Mariah, but i still read stories today, 

almost 4 months later, and cry. I can only imagine the 
pain this has caused and i wish all her family and 
friends the best. 

 

 
 

 
 



Jeanette Kappes 
02/14/2008 

Mariah paid the ultimate price. As a parent myself, I 
cannot even fathom the deep level of pain that comes 
from losing a child, much less from a drunk driver. My 
heart goes out to her entire family and circle of 

friends. Although I cannot begin to understand your 
loss, I do understand how important this challenge is 
and that we all have to stand up and be an "activist" in 

the name of Mariah. I can tell you that my 13 year old 
son reads this site every day and told me about it. I 
accept Mariah's Challenge with the UTMOST PASSION 

of NOT EVER drinking and driving. Her death affected 
so many. She did lose her life in a split second of 
someone making a bad choice. But, I have to believe 
with all my heart that she has saved thousands of lifes 

already by her message. May God Bless Mariah and 
her entire family!  
 

Heather Ricketts 
02/13/2008 
I accept~ and appreciate~ Mariah's Challenge! As a 

parent and as an educator, I realize the importance of 
setting a good example for our young people. I am 
committed to being a positive role model for my 
students and for my own young children. Thank you 

for helping Butte sail away on this inspirational journey 
to a safer community for our kids! 
 

Kellie Kolczak 
02/13/2008 
 

Katie Shepherd 
02/13/2008 
  

Shannon Goodell 

02/13/2008 
  
Brad Sheehan 

02/13/2008 
words can't express this tradgedy you are faced to 
endure. wonderful site and great idea! 

 
Kerica Cusick 
02/13/2008 
this means alot to me. my mom was hit by a drunk 

driver. she was lucky that she didn't die. so i have a 
connection to you guys. thanks!! 
 

Nikki Lowney 
02/13/2008 
I sincerly promise to accept and promise to follow 

Mariahs Challenge. =]] 
 
Erika McLeod 
02/13/2008 

I never knew Mariah but from what i heard, she was a 
beautiful person, inside and out. I am taking this 
challenge for my mom, my dad, my sisters,and all my 

friends. I want to be an example for the younger 

generation. I know I can do this. Mariah is know an 
angel. If ever i am offered a drink, i will simply look at 

my bracelett whith mariah's challenge, and know this 
is not the way. God bless, Mariah. 
 

kanyin 
02/13/2008 

rest in peace:( 
 
Bobbie Janacaro 
02/13/2008 

I will gladly spread the word in an effort to keep our 
children alive and well. 
 

deb gabse 
02/13/2008 
good job butte! i wish you well and will share this here 

in boulder.  
 
Kevin E. Vainio & Nysla R. Humphrey 
02/13/2008 

We accept Mariah's Challenge completely!!!  
 
Bailee Hanson 

02/13/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge.  Dont drink and drive 
 

mariah 
02/13/2008 
I accept Mariah's challenge.  Dont drink and drive 
 

Jessica Johnson 
02/13/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge! 

 
Ryan Shea 
02/13/2008 

McCarthys family my name is Ryan shea I m Valarie 
cousin I accept to take Mariah's challenge because I 
Have a very very special Cousin Valarie Kilmer that got 

very hurt .I get very sad that one of my family cousin 

get in a accident.. you can email me if you have any 
comment ! thank you I support Mariah's 
Challenge....... 

 
Malea 
02/13/2008 

I ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE! This is a very sad thing 
and i'm very sorry to hear... i didn't really kno you, but 
then again i did... you went to legendary with me and 
you were in my small group.... i'm very sorry... i 

accept 
 
Cody Richards 

02/13/2008 
  
Cindy Hoscheid 

02/12/2008 
Yes, I support this challenge! 
 
Megan Price 

02/12/2008 
I think this is an amazing opportunity for the Butte 
community to band together and stop underage 

drinking. It's also the time for all of to start taking 

responsibility for our each other and saying this needs 
to stop before anyone else's daughter, son, brother, 

sister, cousin, mother, father, etc is killed by a drunk 
driver. My prayers go out to all the families that have 
lost a loved one to an alcohol related accident. 



Kerra Melvin 
02/12/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge 
 
amanda bukema 
02/12/2008 

i accept Mariah's challenge! This is the best thing for 
anyone! rip mariah!!! 
 

Allison Goodman 
02/12/2008 
I accept Mariah's challenge to be drug and alcohol 

free!! 
 
Alysha St.Pierre 
02/12/2008 

I accept Mariah's challenge to be alcohol free!! 
 
courtney austin 

02/12/2008 
 
Ashleigh Zahn 

02/12/2008 
I will accept this challenge just to prove to all the high 
schoolers that you dont need alcohol to have a good 
time. Just friends and family. R.I.P. Mariah. 

 
Sam Nygaard 
02/12/2008 

 
Alex Nygaard 
02/12/2008 

 
Aaron Facincani 
02/12/2008 

I make a promise to follow this challenge foreever. 

 
Leonella (Lester) and Peter Johnson and Gabbie  
02/12/2008 

We accept Mariah's challenge and will be passing this 
link on to friends, co-workers and family. I still think 
about all 3 of the girls daily. It scares me to think back 

on the keggers and parties we had and survived. We 
had our guardian angels on our shoulders. I hope this 
message reaches the hearts of many and saves many 
lives.  

 
Teresa Wheeler 
02/12/2008 

 
Kaysi Rickard 
02/12/2008 

 
Nicole 
02/12/2008 
hey i am so sorry i love all u guys i love u mariah and 

u will always be in my heart:( 
 
Julie Franklin 

02/12/2008 

I support Mariah's Challenge 
 

 
 

Justin Harcharik 
02/12/2008 

I support the challenge and hope this brings an 
awareness to all teens. 
 
Margeaux Black 

02/12/2008 
 
Jenny Davis 

02/12/2008 
 
Austin Zheiler 

02/12/2008 
I accept this challenge i will try to help 
 
William Pickett 

02/12/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge 
 

Mitch Rosa 
02/12/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge 

 
Cole Berger 
02/12/2008 
 

Bobby Bourne 
02/12/2008 
I accept this challenge 

 
Courage Big Leggin 
02/12/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge 
 
Jodi Jacobs 

02/12/2008 

I accept the challenge! 
 
Michelle Post 

02/12/2008 
  
karl beranek 

02/12/2008 
i didn,t know you your in my thoughts and i,m going to 
tell all my friends not to drink and drive 
 

Shani Sullivan 
02/12/2008 
My thoughts and prayers are with you always! 

 
Melissa Turk 
02/12/2008 

  
Kim Browne 
02/12/2008 
  

chuckie richards 
02/12/2008 
  

Kellie Hicks 

02/12/2008 
I pledge to not drink and drive and to educate my 

children about drinking and the consequences with 
doing so. 
 



Matt Kenneally 
02/12/2008 

God bless you Mariah. Although I never had the 
privilege of knowing you, I am truly moved by your 
sacrifice and I accept your challenge. I will do my part 
to stop drinking and driving because we are all 

responsible for the success of this quest. I am truly 
sorry that it took your sacrifice to push this subject 
into blinding public light. Again, God bless you and 

your family. 
 
jennifer michaud 

02/11/2008 
 i accept mariah's challenge 
 
Jackson Kappes 

02/11/2008 
  
Jorden Guay 

02/11/2008 
I Accept Mariahs Challenge!! 
 

Katelyn Ward 
02/11/2008 
 
Sydney Guthrie 

02/11/2008 
I Sydney Guthrie accept Mariahs Challenge! I love how 
you brought Mariah's Challenge together! I belive it 

will help others and make everyone alot more 
stronger! I love you guys and as well Mariah! 
 

Morgan Barnett 
02/11/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. I think we should make 

the drinking and driving the thing of the past in Butte 

Montana. Yeah every high schooler's personal responce 
about Butte is "We've got the reputation of being 
drinkers so lets keep it going." Butte needs to make a 

change. The only way we will be able to do this, is with 
us. We can make the change. Everytime i see someone 
that i know still drinks i say "Aren't you going to stop?" 

You should accept Mariah's Challenge. Well come on 
Butte let's do it. Let's work and try really hard at 
stoping DRINKING AND DRIVING. It's not good. 
 

Pamela Hanson-Deichl 
02/11/2008 
It is a saddening thought to know that it took the 

death of a beautiful Butte teenager to bring drinking 
and driving to light for our teens and for us as adults. I 
sign this challenge to be an advocate for Mariah's 

Challenge and to show my two beautiful children that I 
care and love them! Thanks to all who have worked 
countless and long hours/days/months to get the 
challenge off the ground and running strongly. May 

God Bless All Of You and Keep You Strong. 
 
Jordan Salmonsen 

02/11/2008 

 
Derek Solan 

02/11/2008 
I have accepted the challenge when I was in 
highschool and have continued to do so throughout 

college. This is a great thing and as a member of the 
community Iam willing to do anything with this 

including through my job of the Butte Daredevils. If 
anything is needed feel free to contact me about 
anything and lets make this happen!!!  
Thankyou and good luck, 

 
Paige Layne 
02/11/2008 

i feel bad for mariah and i want to make butte a better 
place for younger generations and the generations that 
are still here.and i hate it how my grandparents always 

tell me how butte has changed in such a bad way so i 
want to change that 
 
Taylor RAuh 

02/11/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenage 
 

Kalene 
02/11/2008 
I accept your challenge to not drink in my highschool 

years. 
 
Nicole LeVeaux 
02/11/2008 

  
Melissa Rossiter 
02/11/2008 

I'm so sorry about your loss. I have children myself 
and never realized the consequences of drinking and 
driving until October 28th. I'm sorry you had to lose 

someone so special to you for others to realize that 
what was happening was wrong. I hope everyone 
accepts not only Mariah's challenge, but the challenge 

to stay off the roads for themselves and anyone else 

they could hurt by drinking and driving. 
 
brittany Hanson 

02/11/2008 
  
LeeRoy DeJohn 

02/11/2008 
 
Heidi Dommer 
02/11/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge 
 
Rachael Jordan 

02/11/2008 
I Rachael Jordan accept Mariah's challenge and I 
promise to stop my friends or myself from drinking or 

using any alcohol/drugs because it is harmful and I 
care about them. 
 
Alyssa Woy 

02/11/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge! 
 

Megan Rasmussen 

02/11/2008 
i accept mariahs challenge 

 
Kristen Leverton 
02/11/2008 



  
Michelle Richardson 

02/11/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge 
 
Robert Nabors 

02/11/2008 
I accept Mariah's challenge. Also, if anyone has 
problem's with alcohol in their life, whether it be 

friends, a parent, or a sibling, than the Butte Alateen 
group meets every Thursday. Contact me for further 
information. Bobthemod@live.com 

 
Stephen Resset 
02/11/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. 

 
Julia Guay 
02/11/2008 

I Accept mariah's challenge!! 
 
Alyssa Ness 

02/11/2008 
i accept mariahs challenge 
 
taylor james 

02/11/2008 
 
mckenzie doherty 

02/11/2008 
 
Aubrey 

02/11/2008 
 
Lori Fitzhugh 

02/11/2008 

 
Kristie Kent 
02/11/2008 

  
Kimberly Yadao 
02/11/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge. She was a wonderful girl 
that didn't deserve this. I accept the challenge to not 
drink under the legal age. We need to be the first 
graduating class without any MIP's. We are all going to 

miss Mariah so much. And we do not want to have to 
go this again, and the way to prevent that is to NOT 
DRINK AND DRIVE! It can hurt so many people. Just 

look how many people this tradegy affected. So I 
accept the challenge to never drink under the legal age 
and to never abuse drinking once i come of age. 

 
Jeanne Brubaker 
02/11/2008 
I accept this challenge and will find ways to spread the 

word here in Spokane WA. Our teenagers are our true 
National Treasure and we need them to grow to be 
strong, healthy adults. They are our future. I think it is 

everyone's responsibility to protect our young people 

and guide them to being a responsible adult.  
I am so sorry we lost such a lovely young lady as 

Mariah in such a horrible way. The McCarthys are in 
my prayers. 
 

Kyla (Weldon) Knight 
02/11/2008 

My entire family is always behind you and will do 
whatever it takes to keep Mariah's memory alive and 
let her know that she helped so many. I have 2 girls, 
11 and 13 and they are totally with me to make this 

work! God love you guys and we are thinking of you 
always! 
 

Kirby Norman 
02/11/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. Too many people have 

had their lives cut short by drinking and driving. It 
must stop. DON'T do it.  
 
Danny Green 

02/11/2008 
It is absolutely amzing that a movement so postive 
and life changing can come from an event that was so 

devastating. I whole heartedly accept Mariah's 
Challenge and look forward to saving lives in the 
future. Moreover, I believe that placing a picture of 

Mariah in my vehicle will constantly remind to NEVER 
drive while I am impaired. I hope and pray that this 
challenge will save lives long into the future. 
 

Amanda Moore 
02/11/2008 
I have always thought of Butte as a town that can 

combine together to accomplish anything; from saving 
our annual fireworks to caring for our neighbors. Now 
we are a community that is setting an example for the 

rest of the state by saving our youth! I am so excited 
to see this support grow and I hope you can have 
continued strength to get past the negativity to see 

everyone around you that is in full support. I keep 

Mariah, the McCarthys, Kilmers, and Okruschs in my 
prayers several times a day. I think you are doing an 
amazing job and have already created a successful 

image of the new Butte! I ACCEPT MARIAH'S 
CHALLENGE! 
 

Jon Bullock 
02/11/2008 
I accept! =D 
 

Gretchen Messick 
02/11/2008 
i am in Mariah's challenge i want this to make a 

diffenence!i love and miss Mariah deeply!me and my 2 
friends walk on that same road that could have been 
us!i wish it would have been me instead of Mariah!i 

love you so much!and would do anything to bring you 
back.if your family needs anything at anytime and 
anywhere please contact me!oh i am going to earth 
shuttle soon just like you encouraged me to do!i miss 

you and love you! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



Dana and Dennis Ralph 
02/11/2008 

Leo, Janice, Jenna-Our hearts ache for your sacrifice 
but rest assured, We as parents, will do everything in 
our power to set a good example for our boys and any 
child that comes in our home. We accept Mariah's 

challenge and Thank you. May God keep you all in the 
palm of his hand and Mariah on his lap. 
 

Breanna Stafford 
02/11/2008 
 

Matt Doble 
02/10/2008 
i accept mariah's challenge! 
 

susan 
02/10/2008 
i accept mariah's challenge. she was an amazing girl. 

&& we all miss her very much. please. do not drink 
and drive. 
 

Susan Tangmo 
02/10/2008 
 
BROOK & Steve RITTER 

02/10/2008 
We can not imagine or understand the pain, I just 
know that taking the challenge is the only way for me 

to help, and be a part of the great accomplishments 
you are trying to make. We accept the challenge, and 
hope Mariah can make a positive change in our 

families life and many others. Thank you 
 
Willy Shea 

02/10/2008 

I think this is a good idea to stop kids from drinking 
and driving. I accept Mariah's Challenge! 
 

whitley rautio 
02/10/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. I love you Jenna and the 

rest of the family. You guys are great people.  
love whitley 
 
mallory rautio 

02/10/2008 
i accept mariahs challenge. nobody under the age of 
21 should drink or drink and drive. even if they are 

over 21 they shouldnt drink and drive 
 
Caitlin towers 

02/10/2008 
  
Tyler Baker 
02/10/2008 

dont drink and drive 
 
Kassandra Schnell 

02/10/2008 

I am so sorry for what happened! i dont drink, and will 
stick with that thanks to Mariah's challenge!! 

 
 

Allison Lean 
02/10/2008 

I accept Mariahs Challenge. 
 
Brianna Kujawa 
02/10/2008 

As a highschool student I know how easy it is to drink 
and give into peer pressure. Thats not me anymore. I 
admire what you are doing and will do whatever I can 

to help.  
I ACCECPT MARIAH'S CHALLENGE! 
 

Lisa Tutty 
02/10/2008 
Dear Leo and family, 
I belive that this will influence ,e greatly! i love how 

you all can stand up and say drinking should be a thing 
of the past! i know some kids who will take this as a 
joke...i i will not! many of my friends know that this is 

the best thing for butte!  
I have been ask to go a party on st. payys day, but 
once i was asked that question. the first thing o 

thought of was all of you. how you want to help, how 
you want to help. you are a infulence..and i love it! 
I ACCECPT MARIAH'S CHALLANGE!! 
 

Molly O'Neill 
02/10/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. I miss you, but know your 

in a better place.  :) 
 
Hailey Giacomini 

02/10/2008 
Mariah A did not know you but i feel like i do but i want 
people in Butte to stop drinking and driving. RIP 

Mariah 

 
Veronica Wheeler 
02/10/2008 

I accept mariahs challenge! I miss u mariah I wish u 
were here! 
 

Katie Dolan 
02/10/2008 
I don't know Mariah personally but I do know that she 
was a good and caring person. Nobody deserves to die 

the way she did and want to help and make sure this 
doesn't happen again. I accept Mariah's challenge. 
 

Dallas Patterson 
02/10/2008 
 I accept Mariah's Challenge 

 
Mandi Arntson 
02/10/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. The amount of character 

and courage you all have displayed in taking a tragedy 
and turning it into something so positive is an amazing 
tribute and honor to your daughter.  

 

James Burkhart 
02/10/2008 

I don't drink and I never will underage because I have 
accepted Mariah's Challenge. We all miss you! 
 



Nicole McLean 
02/10/2008 

I promise to accept Mariah's Challenge. I promise not 
to drink at all during my next four years at BHS. I 
promise to make this an official guide line for my life, 
as long as I live. 

 
Shayla O'Boyle 
02/10/2008 

I will never drink and drive. I will make sure others 
that i know wont either. 
 

Andrea Cocergine 
02/10/2008 
i support mariah's challenghe to the fullest of my 
possibilities 

 
Madeline Burhger 
02/10/2008 

 
Crystal 
02/10/2008 

 
Brittney Brown  
02/10/2008 
Mariah i miss u so much i accept mariahs challenge  

 
Michele & Pat McCarthy 
02/10/2008 

As parents, we are the role models and set the 
examples. Our children are what they see and 
experience. We accept Mariah's Challenge. 

 
Cassie Ralph 
02/10/2008 

  

Greg and Teresa McDonald 
02/10/2008 
 We were at the Butte/Anaconda game Friday and 

were very touched by the Mariah's Challenge 
launching. What your doing is such a beautiful tribute 
to such a beautiful girl.Count us in for supporting your 

efforts. God Bless 
 
Tyler Myers 
02/10/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge 
 
RIkki Garcia   

02/10/2008 
i promise never to drink once in my life!!! i think it was 
so horrible!!!i would never do that!!!!!  

 
Zach Howery 
02/10/2008 
I ACCEPT MARIAH'S CHALLENGE 

 
Brittany 
02/10/2008 

mariah i miss u soooo much!!!! Love ya 

 
Aric Hotaling 

02/10/2008 
  

Tyler Ruckdaschel 
02/10/2008 

 We miss u deeply Mariah! 
 
Sean Carney 
02/10/2008 

i accept! 
 
 Bob Waggoner 

02/10/2008 
 My wife Gwen and I own and operate a new non-profit 
company called TripleRing Productions. We put on 

endurance mountain bike races. One such race is the 
Butte 100 which is being held August 9th this summer. 
All the proceeds of the race will be given to Mariah's 
Challenge. Thanks, 

 
Connor McCarthy 
02/10/2008 

I accept Mariahs Challenge 
 
Kasey McCarthy 

02/10/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge 
 
McKennah Andrews 

02/10/2008 
It is so0o sad that drinking and driving had to take the 
life of a young girl to show the community of Butte 

that drinking and driving is bad.Even though I'm in 7th 
grade,I accept Mariah's challenge.I'm terribly sorry for 
your loss. 

 
Kasey McCarthy 
02/10/2008 

 

Melodi Reisenauer 
02/10/2008 
alcohal is horrible, and I hate to see it ever take the 

life of another person I know. 
 
Amy Hoar 

02/10/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge and have faith that this will 
change many young lives. I pledge my support!  
 

Shawna Holland 
02/10/2008 
I promise that I will not drink until I hit the legal 

drinking age. And even then, I don't plan on drinking, 
maybe a few sips of wine, but thats it! Mariah was 
such a wonderful person, and she didn't deserve this, 

and I don't think that anyone should have to go 
through this grief again. Just don't drink and drive!!! 
How much simpler could it get?!?! Don't do it! 
 

Brenda Dickman 
02/10/2008 
I accept this challenge, to always be responsible if i 

choose to drink. I also would like to make a challenge 

to other parents to try and set a good example for 
their kids. Nobodys perfect, but us as parents we need 

to at least try. 
 



Debby McKinnon 
02/10/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge!! I can only hope to be a 
positive role model for my Jr. High students and for my 
little girl! I will encourage both to be strong individuals 
that know how to JUST SAY NO!! 

 
Morgan Barnett 
02/10/2008 

I am proud to say that i do accept Mariah's Challenge. 
I'm only in the 8th grade and I'm ready to make the 
change. The change we all need to make. This change 

is going to get me threw high school and get that 
scholar ship. Without drinking and driving. As a Butte 
Montana citizen I proudly accept Mariah's Challenge 
 

Mark Huntington 
02/10/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. 

 
Tina Smith 
02/10/2008 

I accept Mariah's challenge. 
 
Tyler Myers 
02/10/2008 

We will all miss her 
 
Bryce Curran 

02/10/2008 
i accept mariahs challenge because i've seen what 
alcohol does to people and because mariah was an 

awesome friend. 
 
Molly O'Brien 

02/10/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge because I've seen what 
alcohol and drugs has done to my family and my 
friends' and i will not be part of that. 

 
ashley kasperick 
02/09/2008 

i accept mariahs challenge!! 
 
Susie Bleken 
02/09/2008 

I accept Mariah's challenge 
 
Laura C 

02/09/2008 
I commend these families for their ability to turn this 
tragedy into something so positive. This has been a 

long time coming for this community, & I'm sorry this 
was the incident to make people react.I would like to 
see the tshirts, etc available at local businesses as 
well, not just at special events. Best of luck and God 

Bless.. 
 
Susie Bleken 

02/09/2008 

 
Clyde Davis 

02/09/2008 
i accept this challenge 
 

Paul and Becky McCarthy 
02/09/2008 

God Bless you and your family for being so strong and 
stepping forward to help our community during this 
time of grief. We accept the challenge and our prayers 
are with you all! 

 
Sean Swisher 
02/09/2008 

Its sad how a young girl could be taken from her 
family at 14 im so sorry 
 

jennifer d'Arcy 
02/09/2008 
i accept miriah's challange 
 

Malea Dunne 
02/09/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge!!  

 
Alyssa Smith 
02/09/2008 

I accept!  I love and miss u very much, Mariah 
 
Regan and Peggy, Mattea, Holly and Seth Dean 
02/09/2008 

 
Brandon Penrose 
02/09/2008 

 
Ebony Tarkalson 
02/09/2008 

recently i was in an alchohol related accident , and 
mariah's challenge really spoke to me. i may be from 
anaconda but i would still like to accept the challenge 

 

Breanna  
02/09/2008 
i think this is amazing & im accepting Mariahs 

challenge because i know that its going to make a 
difference & that we all need to act more responsible 
by not drinking at all! thank you for caring enought 

about us to start this  
Breanna Staman 
 
Melissa Ruschetti 

02/09/2008 
I accept Mariah's challenge. 
 

Lori Stenson 
02/09/2008 
 

Stephanie McCaughey 
02/09/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge!!!  
 

Jula Anderson 
02/09/2008 
To the McCarthy's 

I am so proud to be apart of this challenge. I pray that 

the teens of Butte continue to realize just how 
important this is for our community as well as for 

themselves and thier families. I see the number of 
MIP's and DUI's everyday in my job and it is just plain 
SCARY. I will do whatever I can to help, for I want this 



community of Butte to be a safe community for our 
children to GROW UP. I pray for your family daily. I am 

always here to help in any way, so please never 
hesitate to contact me.  
 
Amber Orizotti 

02/09/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. THIS IS A GREAT THING 
FOR US(the kids of Butte) BECAUSE BUTTE IS KNOWN 

FOR ITS KIDS AND PARENTS PARTYING ALL THE TIME.  
 
Amanda Swisher 

02/09/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. 
 
Josh McConnaha 

02/09/2008 
 Even tho I am only 12 I accept Mariahs Challenge And 
to never drink and drive in my whole life and plan to 

keep my friends form drinking. 
 
Trichael Kearney 

02/09/2008 
I ACCEPT MARIAHS CHALLENGE 
i think that the butte communitey needs something 
like this to show them that drinking is bad and you 

never should drive drunk and that drinking is not the 
only way to have fun. i accept mariahs challenge 
becasue i know that drinking is bad and to learn that 

we had to lose one of our very close classmates and i 
think that that made alot of people relize that they 
should stop drinking and driving and be loylay to 

mariah. 
I LOVE YOU MARIAH AND I ACCEPT UR CHALLENGE  
 

Kelli O'Leary 

02/09/2008 
  
McKenzee ONeill 

02/09/2008 
McKenzee Oneill is a 6th grader at Hillcrest 
Elementary. She ACCEPTS Mariah's Challenge and 

hopes to be the receipient of the scholarship her 
Senior Year at Butte High School.  
 
Tommie Lynn Perusich 

02/09/2008 
  
Stefanie 

02/09/2008 
wow this is sooo cool. and very very sad 
 

gracie brown 
02/09/2008 
this is such a tough time for all of us. i love all of you 
 

Sierra 
02/09/2008 
I promis not to drink and drive. I promis to help others 

not to drink and drive 

 
Jessica Forsman 

02/09/2008 
I have 5 kids, one is in high school,the rest are soon to 
be there. I accept Mariah's challenge with my whole 

heart. I offer my sincere, deepest sympathy, but hope 
as a community to learn and grow from this. 

 
Cyndy and Toby Richards 
02/09/2008 
Dear Mariah and family,  

What a beautiful message of hope and inspiration you 
have left on our city. Your courage, strength and love 
of your neighbors and friends has litterly brought our 

family to our knees. Thank you for the wake-up call to 
let our children and us live to grow old with each other. 
Your pure unselfish sharing of your beautiful daughter 

and your family's courage to face each new day has 
given us courage and strength. We whole-heartedly 
accept Mariah's Challenge. Thank you for putting us up 
to it! 

 
Cameron Cassidy 
02/09/2008 

  
Danika Fabich 
02/09/2008 

I ACCEPT MARIAH'S CHALLENGE! I promise not to 
drink underage. I promise not to do drugs. and I 
promise to tell my friends 
 

Lauren Robison 
02/09/2008 
i accept mariahs challenge! 

 
Alyssa Dudden 
02/09/2008 

I accept Mariah's challenge and choose to be 
responsible and make the right choices...Mariah was a 
wonderful person and will always be in my thoughts 

and prayers, along with Leo, Janice and Jenna 

I accept Mariah's challenge 
 
Alexis Hogart 

02/09/2008 
I accept the Mariah's Challenge!!  I will never drink 
and Drive or Drink underage! I will probably never 

drink!! 
 
DJ Williamson 
02/09/2008 

I accept this challnege because its a great thing for the 
city of butte and anywhere for that matter.It's to bad it 
took something like this to happen for everyone to 

realize how bad drinking and driving is. Wishes and 
prayers to All the people involved in this horrible 
accident. 

 
BOB HUNT 
02/09/2008 
I encourage everyone to accept the challenge,not to 

drink and drive.Or better yet not to drink at ALL!!! You 
do not have to drink to have fun.I use to drink and 
drive because i thought it was cool,but it was 

STUPID!!!I quit drinking 22 years ago and i still have 

sober.SO PLEASE EVERYONE DON'T DRINK AT 
ALL!!!!!!! 

 
 



Louis Bury 
02/09/2008 

I LoVE YOU GUYS 
 
Stephanie Conrad 
02/09/2008 

  
Jennifer Domer 
02/09/2008 

I am a Mom of two children. This challenge is exactly 
what we need here in Butte. 
 

Megan Domer 
02/09/2008 
  
Adam Raymond 

02/09/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge 
 

 jay and michele quilici 
02/08/2008 
 having an 8 year old daughter and a 3 year old son, it 

is definitly going to be a trying experience dealing with 
kids on the issues of drinking and drugs. especially in 
the traditional city of butte. growing up in butte, i 
know first hand how hard peer pressure is to deal with 

in this city. therefore we are willing to deal with not 
only our kids, but our kid's friends if they want 
someone to listen to. hopefully we and other parents 

never have to deal with what the mccarthy family has 
endured. 
 

Jerry Sullivan 
02/08/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge! 

 

Beth Sullivan 
02/08/2008 
Leo, Janice, and Jenna, 

You are truely an inspiration to everyone. We all miss 
your angel Mariah, and I definitely accept Mariah's 
Challenge whole heartedly. Thank you for inspiring all 

to strive for a safer Butte. 
 
Felicia Marie Luebeck 
02/08/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge.  My prayers are with you 
guys.  
 

Timber Crooker 
02/08/2008 
im sooo sorry for your loss. this has made Butte 

Montanans open their eyes and realized the dangers of 
drinking and driving. Not only can you hurt yourself 
but you can hurt others.... I ACCEPT MARIAH'S 
CHALLENGE!!!!! 

 
Pat Holland-Stergar 
02/08/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge. 

 
Ben Dick 

02/08/2008 
I accept Mariah's challenge 
 

Maria Robinson 
02/08/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge..she was one amazing 
girl..i loved playing volleyball and having science 
together!! I love you so much Mariah!! 
 

Maggie Davis 
02/08/2008 
I think is the best thing that has happened to Butte in 

a long time. What better way to celebrate the life of a 
beautiful young woman than to make sure it never 
happens again. I accept Mariah's Challenge 

 
Charlene Sholey 
02/08/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. I would like to help any 

way I can. 
 
Emily Keating 

02/08/2008 
 
Kaitlyn Keating 

02/08/2008 
 
Gerry & Kari Keating 
02/08/2008 

 
Shane Ford 
02/08/2008 

 
Jordan Ford 
02/08/2008 

 
Zachary Ford 
02/08/2008 

 

Joshua Ford 
02/08/2008 
 

SUSANNE DAUENHAUER 
02/08/2008 
What a wonderful program. Please don't ever get 

discouraged. I completely accept Mariah's Challenge!! 
 
stephanie 
02/08/2008 

we will all miss Mariah as a friend and many other 
things, but we will miss her most as an angle from the 
heavens above! 

 
Matthew Crowe 
02/08/2008 

It is a tragic loss for this community, and this website 
is a great way to get people involved about the severe 
consequences of drinking and driving 
 

Frank Sholey 
02/08/2008 
  

Shayna Chupein 

02/07/2008 
  

 
 



Jamie Seymour 
02/07/2008 

I may not live in butte anymore but it's good to see a 
change happening and i accept Mariah's Challenge 
 
Dawnann Bracco 

02/07/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge... i will never drink and 
drive! 

 
Taryn White 
02/07/2008 

i accept mariahs challenge 
 
Sean brown 
02/07/2008 

this is a great website for a great cause remember 
always use a designated driver 
 

Dave O'Rourke 
02/07/2008 
I'm touched by Mariah's story and Challenge. Leo, I 

still think about you often and admire yours and 
Janice's courage. 
 
Paula Carriger 

02/07/2008 
Magic 97.7/100.3 will haelp get your word and 
information out. please e-mail us when ever you have 

something come up 
Paula Carriger, Station Manager.  406-563-8011 
phone.  magic's e-mail mail@magic97.mobi 

 
Chris Mjelde 
02/07/2008 

 

Doreena Ford 
02/07/2008 
 Mariah's Challenge......WOW! Let's all jump on board! 

 
Doreena Ford 
02/07/2008 

  
Josh M. Peck 
02/07/2008 
I gladly accept Mariah's challenge and I wish the entire 

community would join. 
 
Bob Bennie 

02/07/2008 
Mariah – I have waited until today to sign this amazing 
guestbook. Tomorrow we travel back to Butte to 

witness what you have started. Me, Auntie Karen, Bear 
and Colie are eager to begin spreading your message. 
Mariah, I do not doubt that you gave your father the 
courage to issue your challenge on a day that the town 

mourned… Leo could have easily crumbled just as any 
one of us would have, but with your hand on his 
shoulder, he was able to deliver your Challenge in such 

a way to inspire others to join your cause. You have 

been and will continue to be the driving force behind 
this movement. Mariah’s Challenge will save lives. 

You are missed by many but we know that you are 
here with us and you will not be forgotten!! 

We continue to have problems finding a purpose, but if 
Mariah’s Challenge is the purpose of this senseless loss 

of an amazing young woman, then we all need to 
embrace this purpose by Accepting Mariah’s Challenge, 
then doing everything we humanly can to ensure its 
success… I Accept Mariah’s Challenge  

 
Stephanie Gruss 
02/07/2008 

 I accept Mariah's Challenge! Mariah is living on in all 
of the people she has touched! 
 

Shaye Clark 
02/07/2008 
I, Shaye Clark accept Mariah's challenge. 
 

The clark family 
02/07/2008 
We admire you for starting this website. This is a great 

way to remember Mariah 
 
Amanda Cullen 

02/06/2008 
I accept Mariah's challenge and I would like to do 
anything to help. Please contact me if any help is 
needed 

 
Patrick J. O'Rourke 
02/06/2008 

 
Chad Okrusch 
02/06/2008 

 Swept up by the movement. Join us. 
 
Barb Peoples 

02/06/2008 

In memory of sweet Mariah, my brother Dan, and 
friends I have lost, I accept Mariah's Challenge. We 
may be miles away at the moment, but your family is 

always in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Kyanna Rollison 

02/05/2008 
Mariah was an amazing person and she inspired so 
many. She will always be missed. 
 

Sarah Hotaling 
02/05/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge. She and her family are in 

my prayers.  
 
Kyla Grose 

02/05/2008 
 
Jessica Anderson 
02/05/2008 

Thank you for starting this website 
 
Bryan Downey 

02/04/2008 

 
Shaye Clark 

02/04/2008 
This is a great way to remember Mariah. 
 



donald lewis 
02/04/2008 

i accept mariahs challenge 
 
Brodie Loushin 
02/04/2008 

 
Danielle Mulcahy 
02/04/2008 

  
Mary Milodragovich 
02/04/2008 

 
Dana Brown 
02/04/2008 
peace. 

 
Darcy McDougal 
02/03/2008 

  
Kim McKiernan 
02/03/2008 

This guestbook is a wonderful example of Butte people 
pulling together. I no longer live in Butte, but I accept 
Mariah's challenge not only for myself but also as a 
parent to educate my children on the dangers of 

drinking and driving. I speak to my children all the 
time of the dangers of alchohol and drugs.  
It is also important to teach our kids not to drive with 

someone that has been drinking.  
Does Butte have a program in place to escort drinkers 
home? Perhaps this would be a place to start. If more 

bar-hoppers had a choice for an affordable designated 
driver program, less people would drink and drive. 
Kudos to the extended McCarthy Family and friends for 

taking a stand against drinking and driving. 

 
Jill Hellyer 
02/03/2008 

This is not just a problem in Butte. I accept Mariah's 
Challenge! I will raise my children to understand the 
responsiblity that comes with making decisions with 

alcohol. 
 
Ann Hossfeld 
02/03/2008 

 
Rylee Green 
02/03/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge and I challenge all Hillcrest 
students to take the challenge. 

Kelli O'Brien 
02/03/2008 

I accept Mariah's Challenge, love ya ging 
 
The Vincent Family 
02/03/2008 

 All our thoughts and prayers to the McCarthy's. We 
accept the challenge. 
 

Marcie Duaime 
02/02/2008 
I am sad it took such a tragedy for this challenge to be 

presented to the community. Hopefully we can make 
Mariah proud and accomplish all the goals of Mariah's 
Challenge and spread its message to the rest of 
Montana and the nation. 

 
Levi Briese 
02/02/2008 

I didn't know Mariah too well, but her father is a great 
friend of mine. I accept Mariah's challenge and will do 
anything to help. 

 
Lauren DeWitt 
02/02/2008 
 dear mcarthy's, 

i admire all that you have done. and i know that she is 
in a better place now!! love, 
 

Shelby Miller 
02/01/2008 
I accept Mariah's Challenge! 

 
Kaleb Porter 
02/01/2008 

my sister was killed in a drinking and driving related 

accident this christmas and i know how it feels I 
ACCEPT MARIAHS CHALLENGE 
 

Patty Heard 
02/01/2008 
My thoughts and prayers are with everyone in your 

family. I can only imagine losing a child. Losing a loved 
one is bad but a child I wouldn't even try to guess how 
that feels. 
 

Kevin Mack 
02/01/2008 
I fully accept Mariah's Challenge.

 


